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VERILY THE MANHAJ (methodology) of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is 
based upon two foundational pillars. First, abiding by the sunnah of the Prophet 
(sat) vis-a-vis beliefs, sayings, and actions. Second, adhering to the jama‘ah of 
the Muslimin. The more the slave correctly establishes these two pillars, the 
closer he gets to the Taifah Mansurah and the Victorious Party of Allah. He 
then will be granted victory and success in this world and the Hereafter, by the 
permission of Allah (za ala). 


In relation to the first pillar, then indeed, there is no guidance except through it 
as He (ta'ala) said: “Say: Obey Allah and obey the Messenger; but if you turn 
away, he is only responsible for the duty placed on him and you for that placed 
on you. If you obey him, you will be rightly guided. And the duty of the 
Messenger is only to convey the message clearly” (an-Nur: 54). In fulfilling it, 


there is protection from misguidance originating from innovations and whims. 


As for the second pillar, with its fulfillment, there is deliverance from disputes 
amongst the Muslimin over worldly goods and disagreement in matters of the 
din which results in division, partisanship, antagonism, and fighting. And that 
will eventually lead to failure and wasted efforts as He (ta ala) said: “And hold 
fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah; and do not be divided amongst 
yourselves; and remember the favor of Allah over you when you were enemies 
one to another but He joined your hearts together, so that by His grace, you 


became brothers; and you were on the brink of a pit of the Fire, and He saved 


1 


AHLUT-TAWHID PUBLICATIONS 


you from it. Thus Allah makes His ayat clear to you, that you may be guided. 
Let there arise out of you a group of people calling to all that is good, enjoining 
ma’ruf! and forbidding munkar”. It is those who are successful. And be not like 
those who divided and differed amongst themselves after the clear proofs had 
come to them. It is for those that awaits an awful punishment” (Al ‘Imran: 
103-105). And the ‘ulama of the Salaf explained the Rope of Allah (ta'ala), that 


we are ordered to hold fast onto, is the jama‘ah of the Muslimin.’ 


Our Lord (subhanahu) conferred upon His slaves Islam and the jama‘ah, and 
reminded them of their prior condition and what they were upon of enmity, 
destesting and fighting each other. And He warned them of following the path 
of the misguided from the peoples of the past who divided and disagreed, despite 
what they had in their hands from guidance. Thus they were recompensed with 
an awful punishment. And He clarified that the path of the righteous is within 
the jama‘ah of the Muslimin, and that whenever they see injustice, sin, or bid‘ah 
from the leader or his flock, they command ma’ruf and forbid munkar while 
remaining within this blessed jama‘ah, not rebelling against it, inviting to split its 
ranks and destroy its structure. For that is a greater evil than what they are 
repudiating as long as it is not blatant kufr which they have proof from Allah 


for. 


Likewise, the Prophet (sf) stressed upon holding fast onto the jama‘ah of the 
Muslimin and explained the essence of this jama‘ah and the standard of adhering 
to it, particularly in times of tribulations and increasement of whims. Example 
being what comes in the hadith of Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman (radiyallahu 
anhu) when he asked about tribulations: “Will there be evil after this good?” 
The Prophet (äs) replied: “Yes. There will be callers at the gates of Hell; 
whoever responds to them, they will throw them into it.” I (i.e., Hudhayfah) 


"“Ma’ruf” is everything that the Shari‘ah has sanctioned that is good and beneficial. And the peak of it is 
tawhid. (ed.) 

? “Munkar” is the opposite of ma’ruf. It is everything that the Shari‘ah has ruled to be evil and harmful. 
And worst of it is shirk. (ed.) 

3 Ibn Mas‘ud, commenting upon the ayah, stated: “It is the jama‘ah.” And he said, also: “Upon you is the 
jama‘ah; for verily, it is the Rope of Allah which Allah has commanded. And verily, what you dislike in 
the jama‘ah and obedience is better than what you love in division.” See Tafsir al-Baghawt. (ed.) 
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said: “O Messenger of Allah, describe them to us.” He said: “They will be from 
our people and speak our tongue (i.e., Arabs).” I said: “What do you command 
me to do if I was to see such?” He said: “Adhere to the jama‘ah of the Muslimin 
and their imam.” I said: “And if they have no jama‘ah or imam?” He said: 
“Withdraw from all of those warring groups, even if you must bite onto the root 


of the tree until death comes to you in that state” (agreed upon). 


Thus the notion of the jama‘ah of the Muslimin that we are commanded to 
adhere to, is bounded by organization and leadership, and hearing and obeying 
the leaders of the Muslimin in everything that is good. And if the Muslimin do 
not have one single imam, then one jama‘ah can not be established for them. 
Instead, they will simply be multiple factions. And the order of the Prophet ( 
As) is to withdraw from all of them, as is evident from the noble hadith. It 
clarifies the close relationship between avoiding tribulations and shutting all the 
doors to it, and adhering to the jama‘ah of the Muslimin and its imam, and 
between the increase of tribulations and its callers who hurl the people into the 


Fire, and the non-existence of the one jama‘ah and one imam. 


And due to all of the above, we find a great deal of focus from the ‘ulama of the 
Salaf in the preservation of the position of leadership and organization and the 
prevention of warring factions and parties appearing in the body of the jama‘ah 
of the Muslimin. To the extent that they made the obligation to give what Allah 
(ta‘ala) ordered to be given to the leaders from hearing and obeying them, 
fighting behind them, handing the zakah to them, prohibiting the violation of 
covenants with them or rebelling against them and opposing them with the 
sword as long as they are upon Islam, as a matter of belief which distinguishes 
between Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah and other than them from the people of 


bida’ and whims. 


Because the preservation of leadership and organization preserves the jama‘ah of 
the Muslimin. And with its degradation, the jama‘ah weakens, if there is no 
Muslim leader left to gather around, to the point it is removed. Such is what 


afflicted the Muslimin when various rulers began to hold sway over the caliphs 


AHLUT-TAWHID PUBLICATIONS 


at the end of the Abbasid era. After that their unity was divided and they were 
overcome by their enemies when the position of leadership and organization 
became something abstract and not actual. Then it completely disappeared 


without any trace. 


In sum, we should recognize the great blessing from Allah (#4 4/4) upon the 
Muslimin in this era, that He helped a group from amongst them revive the 
obligation of leadership and organization within the ummah after its death; to 
renew its features after they were extinct, gathering the disheveled Muslimin 
together in one jama‘ah where He protected them from the many tribulations 
that befell the warring factions and parties, that sent some of them into the deep 
abyss of misguidance, and closed the many gates of Hell which the followers of 


the callers of misguidance and the leaders of division and nifaq fell into. 


And so, due to all of that, the mujahidin have been very keen and careful to 
preserve this blessing today. No matter what they were exposed to for it from 
sedition and trials. Allah is the best supporter and helper. And all praise belongs 
to Allah, the Lord of creation. 
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